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My background and current research

• Originally from Canada
• Moved to Lund as exchange student
• PhD on colour polymorphism in 

damselflies
• Postdoc on evolution of sex 

differences in Drosophila
• Working since 2012 on sex 

chromosome evolution using 
Drosophila and flatworms
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First encounters

• Workshops about interdisciplinarity
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Pufendorf institute: Output

• Edited book
• Book chapter
• Grant applications
• Preprint manuscript

Screenshot from http://philsci-archive.pitt.edu/19317/
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Perspectives on astrobiology

• Medicinhistoriska sällskapet
• Lectures for astrobiology course
• Book idea

Levin et al. (2017) International Journal of Astrobiology, 1-9



Swedish collegium for advances studies

• What is SCAS?
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• Collaboration initiated by Yaffa Epstein
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• Collaboration initiated by Yaffa Epstein
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Review of rights of nature laws

• Collaboration initiated by Yaffa Epstein
• Rights of nature laws
• In revision after submission to Science
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• Not research, but interdisciplinary
• Requires overlapping skill set
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Fråga Lund

• Not research, but interdisciplinary
• Requires overlapping skill set
• Has indirectly led to other outputs:

– Radio appearances 
(Filosofiska rummet)

– Book chapters
– Article in social sciences 

journal

Abbott, J. (2020) Statsvetenskaplig tidskrift 122(4):519-529.
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Reflections

• Limited concrete outputs so far – hard 
to find time for side projects

• Has greatly increased my professional 
network

• Extremely personally rewarding and 
fun

• Try to think outside the box and be 
open to new opportunities
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https://tinyurl.com/jessicakabbott
@jessicakabbott

Thanks!
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